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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

TRACK II NETWORK OF ASEAN DEFENCE AND SECURITY INSTITUTIONS 

(NADI)  

9th NADI ANNUAL MEETING, 23-26 March 2016 

Introduction 

1. The Track II Network of ASEAN Defence and Security Institutions (NADI), 9th 

NADI Annual Meeting was organised by the Military Science and History 

Department, Ministry of National Defence, at Don Chan Palace Hotel, 

Vientiane, Lao PDR. 

2. The representatives from Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the 

Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic , Malaysia, 

the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 

Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of 

Viet Nam attended the meeting. List of the participants is at Annex I. The 9th 

NADI Annual Meeting was chaired by Colonel Soulivan Sengchanh, Deputy 

Director General of Military Science and History Department. 

Welcome Address by Guest of Honour, Maj Gen Onesy Senesouk, Permanent 
Secretary of Defence, ASEAN Defence Senior Officials’ Meeting Leader of the 
Lao PDR 

3. Maj Gen Onesy Senesouk thanked and warmly welcomed all the NADI 

delegates. He reminded the meeting of the key agenda to be discussed 

during the meeting and stressed the importance of the agenda and roles of 

NADI in addressing non-traditional challenges in order to promote peace, 

security and socio-economic development for the ASEAN Community in the 

short and long term. 

4. The guest of honour also emphasised the significance of hosting the 9th NADI 

Annual Meeting for the Lao PDR in pursuing its obligation and foreign policy of 

building mutual trust, understanding and confidence with other ASEAN Member 

States (AMS), so as to increase its capabilities in handling security challenges 

for the sake of the peoples and the ASEAN Community as a whole. Lastly he 

looked forward to active participation by the delegates to ensure the fruitful 

outcomes of the meeting. 



  

 2  

 

Opening Remarks 

5. The Chairman welcomed the delegates and thanked for their acceptance of the 

invitation. He stressed the importance of the 9th NADI Annual Meeting which 

was organised just after the realisation of ASEAN Community and in the first 

year of the implementation of the ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together, 

especially the ASEAN Political-Security Community Blueprint to promote a just, 

democratic and harmonious environment for ASEAN as a whole.  

6. The Chairman also emphasised the vital role that NADI plays in providing 

recommendations to the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM). He also 

reaffirmed the commitment of the Lao People’s Army in building closer 

cooperation between and among the AMS as well as the Plus countries to 

contribute to the maintenance of peace, stability and security of the region. He 

looked forward to the active participation and contribution by the delegates to 

enable the meeting to achieve its objectives.           

Adoption of Agenda 

7. The meeting adopted the agenda and the programme attached in Annex II and 

III. 

Brief Overview on 8th NADI Annual Meeting 

8. The Chairman provided the overview of the 8th NADI that was held in Kuala 
Lumpur from 9 to 12 February 2015 which focused on strengthening ASEAN 
unity and major power relations and ASEAN cooperation in addressing non-
traditional security challenges.  

9. In this regards, the 8th NADI reaffirmed the importance of ASEAN unity and 

cohesion when dealing with major powers and ASEAN should also continue to 

play a proactive role as the primary driving force in its relations with external 

partners and maintain its centrality in the regional architecture. They also 

stressed the importance of promoting regional coordination on HADR responses 

and to take the lead in cooperation with the ADMM-Plus countries to facilitate 

transfer of technical expertise to ASEAN countries. 

Session One: Briefing on Regional Political and Security Outlook: Emerging 

Trends and Challenges  

Brunei Darussalam 

Presentation by Ms Ampuan Yura Kasumawati DP Adnan, Head of Research, Sultan 

Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies (SHHBIDSS), Brunei 

Darussalam 

10. Ms Ampuan Yura Kasumawati gave an overview of ASEAN’s significant 

achievements, especially under the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), 

ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC) and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
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Community (ASCC) pillars. Against this backdrop, challenging economic 

outlook and ongoing strategic shifts in the region underscored the importance 

of ASEAN Centrality. As ASEAN embarked upon further improving the quality 

of life of its people, the region would be more vulnerable to forces of 

globalisation. The widespread use of social media subjected national and 

foreign policies to public debate, which resulted in higher expectations of the 

society. She further elaborated on the contemporary security threats that were 

evolving, multifaceted and unpredictable, namely the unprecedented threat of 

ISIS and the humanitarian aspect of the refugee crisis. Other challenges such 

as climatic changes were beyond the jurisdiction of the APSC but nevertheless, 

the ADMM needed to be aware of them since the military was often summoned 

to provide immediate relief and stability in emergencies.  

11. Given the complexity and sometimes unconventional nature of these threats, 

she emphasised on the need to articulate today’s challenges, similar to ASEAN 

articulating its challenges almost fifty years ago. For this reason, the ADMM’s 

emphasis on enhancing strategic dialogue was a much welcomed 

development. A strategic dialogue allowed ASEAN to conceptualise the 

developments in this region, and encouraged an ASEAN voice that was clear 

and resolute. She observed the need for NADI to take opportunity of this 

emphasis and discuss more on the strategic environment, as well as the views 

of ASEAN on security challenges.  

Cambodia 

Presentation by Lieutenant Colonel Nem Sowathey, Assistant to Deputy Prime 

Minister, Minister of National Defence of Cambodia.   

12. Lt Col Nem Sowathey indicated that Asia-Pacific region is facing increasing 

multi-faceted security challenges and there exist actual and potential 

disturbances of both traditional and non-traditional dimensions. The region 

holds significance values in terms of natural resources and diversity of culture 

and developments particularly the people of the AMS. The Strait of Malacca 

channels one third of the world’s trade and together with other sea lanes and 

key straits in the region provide strategic values economically and militarily. As 

emerging powers continue to grow and gain influences; they will come to 

compete with each other or with the existing leading powers for resources, 

security and economic advantages. 

13. The aberrant and pressing rises of security issues; including piracy, cyber 

security, transnational crime, migration, natural disaster and terrorism with 

radical ideology; are adding layers to the traditional security issues such as 

border and territorial disputes. Terrorism remains a pre-eminent national and 

global security threats to many regions in the world. Globalisation deepens the 

interdependencies among countries and regions. In response, countries in 

particular those of the AMS are addressing security challenges by continued 

enhancing of bilateral and multilateral cooperation through engagements of 
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collaborative efforts, dialogues and continued strengthening of defense through 

comprehensive security architectures. Cambodia looks to continue developing 

and contributing capacities and roles to national, regional and global security 

issues through collaborations with partners and partner countries in the areas 

of Peace Keeping Operations (PKO), Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster 

Relief (HADR), Counter terrorism, Maritime Securities and Disaster 

managements. At the same time Cambodia is ready to share experiences in 

Mine and ERW clearances with other nation states for the people’s livelihood.  

Malaysia 

Presentation by Lt Col Munraj Singh Gill RMAF, Assistant Director Traditional Military 

Affairs (TMA), Comprehensive Defence & Security Research Centre (CDSRC), 

Malaysia Institute of Defence and Security (MiDAS). 

Lt Col Munraj shared two prevailing security issues, Radicalisation and Peoples’ 

Migration, which poses major challenge to Malaysia and the region. 

14. The threat of radicalisation and extremism is real as the number of 

radicals/extremists is showing no sign of reduction.  We have to keep track and 

maintain a database of radicals (groups and individuals), its sympathisers and 

followers including its financiers.  Countries in the region should share this 

critical information and strategies to combat radicalisation and extremism.  It is 

vital to find plausible solutions to prevent the spread of terrorism threats 

through effective counter narrative initiatives that promote moderation 

approach. 

15. People’s migration poses various social challenges and a major cause to 

human insecurity. Uncontrolled movement of people can easily spread 

unknown diseases to the host society. Managing sufficient medicine and 

healthcare is critical to combat diseases.  Inaccessibility to proper healthcare 

may cause complication that could further aggravate the health problems.  

Thus, states in the region have to continue to update and share database on 

common diseases and stockpile of vaccine of their countries that could possibly 

be shared in time of crisis.   

Singapore 

Presentation by Ambassador Ong Keng Yong, Executive Deputy Chairman, S. 

Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Singapore.  

16. Ambassador Ong Keng Yong highlighted the significant developments in recent 

years which have affected the regional political and security situation in the 

East Asia region. These developments were (i) President Barack Obama’s 

announcement of the US pivot to Asia in 2009 and the rebalancing of US forces 

to Asia, (ii) China’s rise and growing influence in East Asia, (iii) Former US 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s announcement of US “national interest” in 

the South China Sea (SCS) and US intervention in the SCS in 2011, (iv) 
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President Obama’s announcement of a Web of treaty allies and strategic 

partners with the stationing of US Marines in Darwin, Australia, in November 

2011, (v) Chinese island reclamations in the SCS, and (vi) US conduct of 

Freedom of Navigation (FON) operations in the SCS near Chinese claimed 

islands using missile destroyers, surveillance aircraft, and B52 bombers  

sailing/flying within 12 nautical miles of the Chinese claimed islands. More 

recently, a US aircraft carrier flotilla group was shadowed by PLA Navy. China 

has strongly reacted to the US moves. The US and China traded accusations of 

militarisation of the SCS when the Chinese installed missiles in one of their 

claimed islands. Tension has risen in the SCS.  ASEAN’s concern is the risk of 

un-intended encounters at sea that could spark a conflict. Will a Code of 

Unplanned Encounter at Sea (CUES) be able to prevent an incident? There are 

differences in the approach of China and the other claimant states in resolving 

the territorial disputes in the SCS, and as a result the disputes will not be 

resolved in the foreseeable future.  

17. The US involvement in the SCS is to maintain its military predominance in the 

Asia Pacific region including in the SCS, and counter growing Chinese 

influence. There is major power rivalry for influence and ASEAN should not be 

involved. ASEAN has been divided by the foregoing developments in recent 

years. ASEAN has to maintain its unity at the ASEAN level to continue to play 

the centrality role in the ASEAN centric regional institutional architecture. In the 

longer term, the important questions are how US-China relations will be 

managed and whether they will be able to reach an accommodation as this will 

be important for regional peace and stability. The regional architecture is still 

evolving. Eventually, perhaps an over-arching layer of US-China architecture 

may emerge over the prevailing ASEAN centric regional institutional 

architecture. 

Lao PDR 

Presentation by Maj Bounmy Visetsinh, Military Science and History Department, Lao 

People’s Army. 

18. Maj Bounmy Visetsinh overviewed both opportunities and challenges after the 

establishment of ASEAN Community at the end of last year for security and 

development of the ASEAN region and the world at large. However, ASEAN 

remains the peace and stable region and become an important strategic 

location in terms of politics, military and economy. Hence; enhancing relations 

and cooperation with external partners is significantly important in order to 

promote peace and stability of the region through cooperative mechanisms as 

the ADMM, ADMM-Plus, ARF and others. 

19. He briefed some challenges beyond ASEAN Community that our Community 

needs to address and continue to study the changing situations all the time to 

deal with issues, those may include human and drug trafficking, transnational 

crimes, terrorism, cyber security and other issues. In order to handle such 
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security challenges, he proposed some recommendations to ADMM which is 

the highest platform for defence and security cooperation. 

Summary of Discussions 

20. The meeting recognised that NTS threats remain the greatest challenge and 

would continue to prevail. This has key implications in multiple sectors for the 

economy and the society which requires a whole of nation and the whole of 

region approach. 

21. The meeting took note that terrorism is currently being a serious threat for the 

region and military will play a very critical role in addressing the issue. Non-

traditional security challenges particularly climate change is also another 

security challenge as it can greatly impact water resources and food security. 

Transmigration is an issue that cannot be ignored as seen in the crisis in 

Europe.   

Session Two: Enhancing ASEAN Defence Cooperation in Handling NTS 

Challenges to the Future Development of the ASEAN Community 

Indonesia 

Presentation by Brig. Gen. Benny Octaviar, Chief of Centre for Strategic Studies, 

Indonesian Armed Forces. 

22. Brig Gen Benny acknowledged that the security environment in Southeast Asia 

is being shaped by global, Asia – Pacific – wide and domestic trends. 

Southeast Asia will have to work hard to maintain its regional autonomy as 

global forces erode the boundaries between Southeast Asia and Northeast 

Asia. The AMS also face NTS threats such as drug trafficking and it is 

necessary to protect their respective societies from such dangers. The rising 

domestic problem of such nature in certain AMS could affect the security and 

stability of the whole region. The absence of regional mechanisms to anticipate 

such threats could endanger the security and the stability of the region. 

23. ASEAN should be convinced that the success of cooperative security hinges 

upon several factors and above all requires the belief that the AMS should 

share a common sense of destiny. Cooperation offers the best alternative 

means in achieving security. Enhancing the commitment to any kind of ASEAN 

Defense and Security Cooperation is part of bigger challenges for the AMS in 

addressing NTS threats in the region. 
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Myanmar 

Presentation by Maj. Gen. Soe Naing Oo, Vice Chief of the Office of the Chief of the 

Armed Forces Training 

24. Maj Gen Soe Naing Oo noted that NTS could be categorised into two types; 

firstly, human-induced NTS threats and challenges, and secondly natural 

disasters. Problems relating to illegal migration, human trafficking, piracy, illegal 

drug trafficking, and negative effects of climate change can adversely impact 

the region. Defense forces play a significant role in facing such challenges and 

threats. It is difficult to avoid and prevent NTS challenges and threats which are 

caused by natural disasters, such as earthquakes, floods, tsunamis, storms, 

forest fires etc. Defence forces would normally be the first responder in the 

AMS to lead in addressing such challenges. 

25. NTS threats and challenges are transnational issues that no single country can 

address alone. We should continue to improve our efforts in addressing NTS 

threats and challenges by enhancing our cooperation among the AMS. 

Philippines 

Presentation by Ret Brig. Gen. Fermin R De Leon Jr, President, National Defense 

College of the Philippines, and Col Stephen V Agtoto Prof. 

26. Brig Gen De Leon and Col Agtoto highlighted the fact that illicit trade in small 

arms and light weapons (SALWs) presents real threats at different levels of 

security. As a non-traditional security challenge, it poses a significant threat not 

only to human security but also to state and regional security. Illicit trade 

initiates the introduction and proliferation of SALWs. At the human security 

level, a person who is armed has the power to coerce. Placed in the wrong 

hands, violence and crimes may result and this adversely affects peace and 

order and poses a direct threat against human security. At the state security 

level, an organized group of people with firearms and sharing the same 

ideology against the government may translate into an armed conflict. In case 

there is an existing armed conflict, this illicit SALWs trade exacerbates the 

situation. This is a direct threat to government. At the regional security level, 

illicit trade in SALWs may exacerbate transnational crimes affecting regional 

peace and development. 

27. Peace and development under human and state security are either positively or 

negatively affected by the absence or presence of illicit trade in SALWs. Weak 

state regulations affect regional security in two possible ways: a) The state may 

become a transit point for illicit trade in SALWs from other parts of the world; 

and, b) It facilitates transnational crimes. While there are regional and global 

mechanisms (e.g., talks, MOUs, etc.), there are no existing regional standards 

on SALWs trade. While there are existing national regulations, there are no 

existing regional regulations on SALWs trade. 
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28. The AMS should review mechanisms whether they can fully address the 

challenges of illicit trade in SALWs at both the national and regional levels. As a 

sovereign right, the AMS can regulate and control the SALWs trade through 

laws, regulations and policies. It is suggested that international standards (e.g. 

Arms Trade Treaty of 2014) could be considered by the AMS in formulating 

national laws or policies on the issue if they wish to do so. The AMS should 

cooperate for the creation, adoption, and implementation of regionally-

acceptable standards and regulations on SALWs trade.  

Singapore 

Presentation by Mr Henrick Z. Tsjeng, Associate Research Fellow, S. Rajaratnam 

School of International Studies (RSIS), Singapore.  

29. Mr Henrick Z. Tsjeng highlighted that NTS issues have necessitated 

collaboration in HADR, search-and-rescue and maritime security. Workshops 

and exercises in HADR have taken place since the publication of the ADMM 

Concept Paper on the Use of ASEAN Military Assets and Capacities in 

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief in 2009.  More recently, the 

ADMM has adopted the Concept Papers on the ASEAN Militaries Ready Group 

on HADR and the Establishment of the ASEAN Centre of Military Medicine.  

The ADMM-Plus has also set up the Expert Working Group on Maritime 

Security followed by table top and field training exercises in later years. While 

civilian agencies have played a major role in responding to non-traditional 

security threats, the militaries of the AMS play a vital role as well, as 

demonstrated by the ADMM-Plus HADR/Military Medicine exercise held in June 

2013 in Brunei. A more extensive framework for broader and deeper civil-

military cooperation could nonetheless be developed. Additionally, regional 

coordination centres have already been set up in Southeast Asia, such as the 

ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster 

Management (AHA Centre) and the Regional HADR Coordination Center 

(RHCC). While these are excellent initiatives, their coordination could be further 

improved with the continued development of capacity and expertise, along with 

national-level coordinating agencies set up in each AMS to coordinate the 

responses of all national agencies and the military into a coherent national 

response.  

30. In order to enhance regional NTS cooperation to enhance ASEAN-wide 

cooperation and build the ASEAN Community, Mr. Tsjeng made the following 

recommendations: 

a. ASEAN should continue focusing on tackling NTS issues. Not only are 

these issues non-divisive, they help to address threats that imperil 

ASEAN’s economy and also build trust and confidence among the AMS 

towards strengthening the ASEAN Community. 

b. Both the military and civilian agencies, including emergency response 

and law enforcement, are indispensable to regional cooperation against 
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NTS threats, and their actions should be better coordinated.  

c. National points of contacts are needed to more efficiently address NTS 

challenges. These points of contacts could not only coordinate among 

the different civilian and military organisations within an ASEAN 

country, but also link the national organisations to their counterparts in 

other AMS via centres such as the RHCC and Information Fusion 

Centre.  

Summary of Discussions 

31. The meeting acknowledged that ASEAN has focused mainly on NTS issues, as 

these have posed the greatest challenge to ASEAN countries and the welfare of 

their peoples, as well as the future trajectory of the newly-established ASEAN 

Economic Community. Due to the increasing dangers of terrorism in the region, 

there is an urgent need to address the issue of illicit SALWs trade, which is 

acknowledged as one of the causes of violence and terrorism. It was agreed 

that it is necessary to halt the illicit SALWs trade and cut off their logistics and 

finances, and also control the flow of explosives, so as to prevent them from 

falling into the wrong hands. The AMS also need to better share information and 

expertise with each other. The NADI Secretariat recommended that it would 

write to the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta and the Senior Officials’ Meeting on 

Transnational Crimes to seek further information on SALWs and ways to 

address the issue. Drug trafficking was also highlighted as a major NTS issue 

that is harmful to the younger generation and urgently needs to be addressed. 

Session Three: Maintaining ASEAN Defence and Security Cooperation for a 

Dynamic ASEAN Economic Community 

Malaysia 

Presentation by Professor Ahmad Ghazali Bin Abu Hassan, Director, Center for 

Defence and International Security Studies, National Defence University of Malaysia.  

32. Prof Ahmad Ghazali highlighted that ASEAN was established amidst a regional 

environment that was unstable and fraught with uncertainty. South East Asia 

was a region riddled with instability brought about by a host of intra-state 

conflicts, inter-state mistrusts and the broader influence of the Cold War rivalry. 

Through the adoption of the principle of non-interference among the member 

states and the Declaration of Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality 

(ZOPFAN). ASEAN had managed to create a peaceful and stable environment 

where it was able to develop into what it is today. ASEAN approach in 

instituting confidence-building measures conducted within the parameter of 

well-defined principles has been a success. As ASEAN graduates into a 

Community, it should continue in its confidence building measure and activities. 

The next stage of ASEAN development should focus on mutual cooperation to 

assist each other in capacity building with the aim of narrowing the existing 

socio-economic gap that hinders ASEAN ability to transform itself into a thru 
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Community. Toward this end the current state of peace and stability must be 

maintained and the long tested principles that made ASEAN what it is today 

must be adhered to. 

Singapore 

Presentation by Lee Yinghui, Research Analyst, S. Rajaratnam School of International 

Studies (RSIS), Singapore. 

33. Ms Lee Ying Hui highlighted that since ASEAN’s establishment, ASEAN has 

focused on promoting economic growth and prosperity in the region. The 

establishment of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) on 31 December 

2015 is a major milestone for economic integration and progress in the region, 

offering opportunities in the form of a huge market of US$ 2.6 trillion and over 

622 million people. This was underpinned by the need to maintain peace and 

security in the region so that economic progress could occur. Peace and 

stability can only be achieved through enhancing defence and security 

cooperation among the AMS. Two levels of ASEAN relationships were 

established—one at the ASEAN level and one at the bilateral level of individual 

AMS with external powers. This ensures that ASEAN level cooperation remains 

immune to interference from individual member states’ relations with external 

powers. However, formal defence and security cooperation at the ASEAN level 

only began to emerge in the late mid 2000s due to sensitivity of defence and 

security issues. The ADMM was inaugurated in 2006, followed by the 

establishment of ADMM-Plus in 2010. Cooperation through the ASEAN Way 

has been successful in helping to develop and maintain a region characterised 

by peace and stability. 

34. However, the return of major power rivalry to the region in recent times has 

raised tensions and particularly the South China Sea disputes have divided 

ASEAN. In this regard, Ms Lee proposes the following recommendations to 

ensure that the increasing major power rivalry in the region does not affect 

ASEAN defence and security cooperation:  

a. ASEAN must maintain its unity and centrality in the region amid 

increasing major power rivalry in the region. It is important that 

individual AMS do not let their individual bilateral relations with external 

powers affect ASEAN level cooperation. ASEAN must remain neutral in 

face of increasing major power rivalry and continue to engage China 

economically even as it maintains its relations with the United States, 

and must not entangle into political and security competition between 

the two powers which could create instability in the region. 

b. ASEAN must continue to uphold the norms of consensus, inclusiveness, 

informality and peaceful resolution of disputes when engaging in defence 

and security cooperation with one another.  
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Thailand 

Presentation by Maj. Gen. Jumphon Chalerytoy, Director of Strategic Studies 

Center, and Gp Capt Poomjai Leksuntarakorn, Director of Regional Studies 

Division, Strategic Studies Center. 

35. Maj Gen Jumphon and Gp Capt Poomjai highlighted that most NTS problems 

need a strong “State-Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) - Private Sectors” 

partnership in addressing them. Theaha transnational nature of the problem 

clearly requires a collective effort among affected states to address and resolve 

the problems and also enhancing regional cooperation by creating the specific 

agencies dealing with regional security to make a positive contribution to the 

security and development of cooperation among the States within the region. 

36. ASEAN should mark a milestone in ASEAN’s multilateral efforts to enhance 

Defence Cooperation in the future, to shift from bilateralism to multilateralism 

represents the most distinctive recent change in ASEAN Defence Cooperation. 

It refers more often to coordinated efforts for ASEAN-oriented regional security 

architecture. Border security agreements should be signed to contain the 

spillover effects of insurgent activities, and joint border committees and 

combined operations also should be initiated to control the trans-border 

movement of subversive elements. 

Viet Nam 

Presentation by Lt. Gen. Nguyen Duc Hai, Director General, Institute for Defence 

Strategy, Ministry of National Defence of Viet Nam. 

37. Lt. Gen. Nguyen Duc Hai stressed that in recent years, ASEAN defence 

cooperation has been increasingly developed. Alongside defence dialogues 

within the framework of the ARF, ASEAN defence and military conferences 

have been gradually established, creating a number of platforms for wider and 

deeper regional defence and military cooperation at different levels. ADMM, 

ADMM-Plus and ACDFIM are seen as proofs of significant developments of 

defence cooperation within ASEAN and have created good opportunities for the 

bloc to foster and deepen regional defence cooperation in specific areas for 

regional peace, stability, development and prosperity. Defence cooperation 

within ASEAN and between the bloc and its dialogue partners has been carried 

out in a comprehensive and practical manner, meeting the development 

demand of the bloc and fitting the conditions and abilities of each member 

state. The outcomes of the cooperation have made significant contribution to 

ensuring regional security for peace, stability and development and the success 

of building a dynamic AEC. 

38. He also mentioned that in coming years, the regional and international context 

continues to see new, complex developments, and brings about a number of 

security issues to be resolved and requires ASEAN to vigorously promote 
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defence cooperation toward the practicality and effectiveness. In order to boost 

ASEAN defence cooperation for a dynamic ASEAN economic community, in 

coming years, every AMS should uphold their responsibility for ensuring 

regional peace, stability and security; the central role of ADMM should be 

maintained as the influencing factor for ASEAN existing defence cooperation 

mechanisms and priority should be given to strengthening bilateral defence 

cooperation. 

Lao PDR 

Presentation by Maj Phaivanh Vongsaikham, Military Science and History 

Department, Lao People’s Army. 

39. Maj Phaivanh stated that the world and the region today is still facing threats 

and challenges in various forms particularly NTS threats such as terrorism by 

groups such as the self-proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS). They are considered 

extremely dangerous and pose a great deal of threats to global and regional 

peace and security. ASEAN needs to continue to further enhance 

comprehensive and strategic cooperation among the AMS as well as the Plus 

countries. He also mentioned that our region is likely to continue to face similar 

threats in the future and they may become more complex and difficult to predict 

due to the complexity of the situations that are currently happening worldwide. 

In order to effectively deal with such threats, to foster our defense cooperation 

and to be in line with the 10th ADMM’s theme this is “Promoting Defense 

Cooperation for a Dynamic ASEAN Community”. 

He proposed some recommendations as follow:  

a. We need to further enhance relations and bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation among the AMS on a regular basis especially defense and 

security cooperation in order to build solidarity, trust, understanding and 

confidence since these will be key factors to enable us to cooperate and 

work collaboratively with each other.  

b. We also need to help and support each other in case of emergency, 

especially in times of natural disasters, as requested by the affected 

country and based on the actual conditions and capacities of each 

country.  

c. We must work closely to address the issues of transnational crimes, 

cybercrimes, human trafficking, drug smuggling, and other so-called 

problems by exchanging and sharing knowledge, information lessons 

and best practices through bilateral and multilateral mechanisms of 

cooperation on a regular basis. 

d. We need to priorities capacity building through educational and training 

programs, seminars, workshops and joint exercises to ensure that our 

human resources will be equipped with high knowledge and necessary 

skills. 
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e. We need to maintain our ASEAN centrality as a driving force for internal 
and external relations and cooperation. At the same time ASEAN 
should strictly adhere to the principles of ASEAN and its related 
guidelines.       

Summary of Discussions  

40. The meeting recognised the important role of CSOs and the private sector in 

addressing NTS challenges, as the militaries alone would be hard-pressed to 

do so. However, there is a need for the militaries to be familiar with the 

communication and working approaches of the CSOs. By working with CSOs 

and the private sector, militaries can further develop capabilities in dealing with 

NTS issues. Moving forward, there is a need for the ADMM to engage some 

private sector groups and NGOs to understand the common interests among 

the militaries, the CSOs and the private sector in addressing NTS challenges 

such as infectious diseases and environmental degradation. However, caution 

needs to be taken into account in order not to overlap with other agencies, 

given the lack of clarity in the roles among different agencies. 

9th NADI Recommendations to 10th ADMM 

41. The participants acknowledged the importance of addressing NTS issues in the 

region, such as the proliferation of illicit arms trade, drugs trafficking and the 

occurrence of natural disasters due to their increasing prevalence. It is 

observed that current mechanisms and capabilities can still be strengthened, 

and there still remain many opportunities to improve cooperation between the 

military and other civil sectors. Even so, ASEAN will still have to deal with major 

power rivalry in the region.  

In view of these, the meeting proposed the following recommendations: 

a. It is recommended that there is a need for the ADMM to further 

strengthen cooperation with the Plus countries to enhance capacity and 

expertise of the AMS to effectively deal with the NTS challenges.   

b. The ADMM should monitor the effective implementation of the ASEAN 

Community Vision 2025, particularly the ASEAN Political-Security 

Blueprint to demonstrate the ADMM’s determination and collective 

efforts in promoting peace, security, stability and prosperity of the 

Community. 

c. ASEAN must uphold its centrality in accordance with the ASEAN 

Community Vision 2025 and maintain cohesion, unity and solidarity, and 

not be drawn into major power rivalry. 

d. The AMS should consider reviewing the existing mechanisms to 

evaluate if they meet the challenges of illicit SALWs and explosives 

trade at both national and regional levels and cooperate for the creation, 
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adoption, and implementation of regionally-acceptable standards and 

regulations on SALWs and explosives trade. 

e. It is recommended that the ADMM should encourage the enhancement 

of more substantive cooperation with CSOs on NTS in accordance with 

the “ASEAN Defence Establishments and CSOs Cooperation on NTS” 

Concept Paper adopted at the 3rd ADMM.  

f. It is recommended that civil-military cooperation be enhanced in the 

AMS to deal with NTS challenges, particularly drug trafficking and 

HADR.  

Other Matters 

42. The meeting adopted the following two papers presented by the NADI 

Secretariat: 

a. RSIS paper on “The Establishment of NADI, NADI Secretariat and NADI 
Website, and the NADI Concept and the Agreed Guidelines for NADI 
Annual Meetings, Retreats and Workshops.”  

b. Terms of References (TOR) Track II Network of ASEAN Defence and 
Security Institutions (NADI) 

43. The above two documents which were adopted at the NADI Meeting in Brunei 

Darussalam in March 2013, have been slightly amended in March 2016. 

44. The meeting also agreed that Mr. Tan Seng Chye who has been handling the 

NADI Secretariat should be formally appointed as Head of NADI Secretariat. 

Upcoming NADI activities 

45. NADI Workshop on Contribution of ASEAN Centre of Military Medicine (ACMM) 

to Enhance Human Security will be held on 29 May to 2 June 2016 hosted by 

Strategic Studies Center, National Defence Studies Institute, in Chonburi, 

Thailand. 

46. Lao PDR proposes to organise NADI Workshop tentatively in the second half of 

the year. Details will be provided in due course. 

Meeting with ASEAN Defence Senior Officials’ Meeting Working Group Leader 

of Lao PDR 

47. The meeting appreciated and presented the outcomes of 9th NADI Annual 

Meeting especially its recommendations to the 10th ADMM to Col Phayvanh 

Chanthaphomma, Deputy Director of Foreign Relations Department, ADSOM 

WG Leader of the Lao PDR. The ADSOM WG Leader appreciated the 

outcomes of the 9th NADI Annual Meeting and thanked the participants for their 

constructive discussion and kind support that enabled the Meeting to achieve 

its objectives. The ADSOM WG Leader also assured the meeting that he would 
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propose the recommendations to the 10th ADMM through ADSOM which will be 

held in April 2016.   

Closing Remarks 

48. The Chairman stressed the value of the recommendations to the ADMM for 

ASEAN defence and security cooperation to ensure peace, stability, security 

and prosperity of the ASEAN Community. 

49. The Chairman also thanked and appreciated the participants’ constructive 

discussion and great efforts for the contribution of the success of the 9th NADI 

Annual Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 


